Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.048; wR factor = 0.131; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.3.
In the title compound, [Mn(C 8 H 5 N 2 O 2 ) 2 (C 2 H 5 OH) 2 ], the Mn II atom is six-coordinated by two N and two O atoms from two 1H-benzimidazole-2-carboxylate (L) ligands and by two O atoms from two ethanol molecules in a distorted octahedral geometry. The mean planes of the two L ligands are inclined to each other at 7.6 (1) . In the crystal, N-HÁ Á ÁO and O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the molecules into layers parallel to the ab plane.
Related literature
For related structures, see : Carballo et al. (1996) ; Di et al. (2010) ; Fan et al. (2011) ; Małecki & Maroń (2012) ; Rettig et al. (1999) ; Saczewski et al. (2006) ; Zheng et al. (2011) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Mn(C 8 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes:
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2004 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2004) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEPIII (Burnett & Johnson, 1996) and PLATON (Spek, 2009) (Carballo et al., 1996; Di et al., 2010; Fan et al., 2011; Małecki & Maroń, 2012; Rettig et al., 1999; Saczewski et al., 2006; Zheng et al., 2011) . For example, Fan et al. (2011) have The asymmetric unit of the title compound contains one Mn II ion, two L anions and two coordinated ethanol molecules.
As illustrated in 
A mixture of HL (0.30 mmol), MnCl 2 (0.30 mmol) and 8 ml C 2 H 5 OH was sealed into a 15 ml Teflon-lined stainless steel autoclave, heated at 393 K for 48 h under autogenous pressure, and then slowly cooled to room temperature at a rate of 5 k /h. Pink block crystals of the title compound were obtained, washed with distilled water, and dried in air (yield: 38%).
Refinement
C-and N-bound H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model, with C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å, N -H = 0.86 Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2(1.5 for methyl)U eq (C), U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (N). Hydroxy H atoms were located in a difference Fourier map and refined as riding atoms, with O-H = 0.85 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (O).
Computing details
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2004 ); cell refinement: APEX2 (Bruker, 2004) ; data reduction: APEX2 (Bruker, 2004 );
program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEPIII (Burnett & Johnson, 1996) and PLATON (Spek, 2009) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) .
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Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound, with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level. are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (

